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comedy, T/JG Committee at the Vere Street Theatre
in October 1662. Since the genuinely amusing
character of Teague, the faithful Irish servant, in
this was drawn from the life and from a particular
individual,1 any proof that he was given originally
to the perpetration of bulls would go far towards
establishing that the English-speaking Gael of
the time was remarkable for blunders of the sort.
But that is precisely what cannot be advanced,
What has been flagrantly overlooked is that in
the course of revival in the eighteenth century
tampering with the character of Teague took place
to make it square with the stage Irishman of the
hour. la the edition of the play issued in Bell's
British Theatre series in 1792, Teague is repre-
sented as singing two songs> one of them as
replete with bulls as the "Bull Prologue" already
cited, but neither is to be found in the original
folio of 1665. A collation of the two texts reveals
that the insertion of the song of solecisms occa-
sioned some addition to the dialogue* It would
be difficult to say exactly when the play under-
went sophistication, but it is important to note
that neithet song has a place in the editions of it
issued in xyz8 and 1733.
1 Montague Summers, Tk Playlwufe of P$pjs> p. z66>
note no.